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sides to increase university linkages and junior
faculty development exchanges between U.S.
and Indian universities, including greater em-
phasis on community colleges. 

They agreed to substantially expand the Ful-
bright-Nehru program to provide more student
and scholar exchange grants in priority fields
such as science, technology and agriculture.
The two leaders reaffirmed the importance of
expanding cooperation in higher education and
research, and according priority to cooperation
in the area of skill development. 

They also expressed their support for the In-
dia-U.S. Binational Science and Technology
Commission and the Endowment, which is ex-
pected to give a fresh impetus to collaboration
in the cutting-edge areas of scientific research,
technology and development.

The leaders affirmed the importance of
women’s empowerment to advancing global
prosperity and stability, and welcomed the es-
tablishment of a Women’s Empowerment Dia-
logue to promote women’s participation and
equality in all spheres. They emphasized that
women’s empowerment is a cross-cutting goal
that should be pursued across the full scope of
U.S.-India Strategic Dialogue initiatives.

Protecting the Health of Our People

Prime Minister Singh and President Obama
welcomed the strong collaboration between In-
dia and the United States in the area of public
health. They agreed to build on existing strong
ties across academia and scientific communities
by advancing public health and biomedical re-
search collaborations between the United
States and India. The two countries plan to es-
tablish a Regional Global Disease Detection
Center in India and to build a partnership with

the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Pre-
vention. The leaders also pledged to enhance
collaboration in controlling diseases such as po-
lio, and discovering new and affordable technol-
ogies and treatments for the benefit of their
peoples and for those of other countries who
seek their assistance.

Towards More Effective Global Cooperation 

Prime Minister Singh and President Obama
recognized that the India-U.S. relationship is
important for managing the challenges the
world will face in the 21st century.

The two leaders underscored the compelling
need to put in place global institutions which
are both inclusive and effective to meet present
and future challenges. They welcomed the
emergence of the G–20 as a premier forum to
deal with international economic issues. The
two leaders recognized the scope for their
countries to increase cooperation in peacekeep-
ing, development and the promotion of essen-
tial human freedoms. They committed them-
selves to achieving genuine reform of the Unit-
ed Nations including in its Security Council in a
manner that reflects the contemporary realities
of the 21st century and thereby enhances its
ability to carry out its mandate as a representa-
tive, credible and effective forum for meeting
the challenges of the new century. 

Prime Minister Singh thanked President
Obama and the people of the United States of
America for their generous hospitality and
warm welcome. President Obama looks forward
to visiting India with his family in the near fu-
ture.

NOTE: An original was not available for verifica-
tion of the content of this joint statement.

Remarks at a State Dinner Honoring Prime Minister Manmohan Singh of
India
November 24, 2009

President Obama. Please be seated. Good
evening, everyone. On behalf of Michelle and
myself, welcome to the White House. Aapka
swagat hai. 

Many of you were here when I was honored
to become the first President to help celebrate
Diwali, the festival of lights. Some of you were
here for the first White House celebration of
the birth of the founder of Sikhism, Guru
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Nanak. Tonight we gather again for the first
state dinner of my Presidency, with Prime
Minister Manmohan Singh and Mrs. Gur-
sharan Kaur, as we celebrate the great and
growing partnership between the United
States and India.

As we all know, in India, some of life’s most
treasured moments are often celebrated under
the cover of a beautiful tent. It’s a little like to-
night. We have incredible food and music and
are surrounded by great friends. For it’s been
said that “the most beautiful things in the uni-
verse are the starry heavens above us and the
feeling of duty within us.” 

Mr. Prime Minister, today we work to fulfill
our duty—bring our countries closer together
than ever before. Tonight, under the stars, we
celebrate the spirit that will sustain our part-
nership, the bonds of friendship between our
people.

It’s a bond that includes more than 2 million
Indian Americans who enrich every corner of
our great Nation—leaders in government, sci-
ence, industry, and the arts—some of whom
join us tonight. And it’s the bond of friendship
between a President and a Prime Minister
who are bound by the same unshakable spirit
of possibility and brotherhood that trans-
formed both our nations, a spirit that gave rise
to movements led by giants like Gandhi and
King and which are the reason that both of us
can stand here tonight. 

And so, as we draw upon these ties that bind
our common future together, I want to close
with the words that your first Prime Minister
spoke at that midnight hour on the eve of Indi-
an independence, because Nehru’s words
speak to our hopes tonight: “The achievement
we celebrate today is but a step, an opening of
opportunity, to the great triumphs and
achievements that await us. . . .The past is
over, and it is the future that beckons us now.” 

So I propose a toast to all of you.
Does the Prime Minister get a glass? Thank

you. Just logistically, we want to make sure the
Prime Minister has a glass here. [Laughter]

To the future that beckons all of us, let us
answer its call. And let our two great nations
realize all the triumphs and achievements that
await us. Cheers.

[At this point, President Obama offered a
toast.]

Prime Minister Singh. Mr. President; the
First Lady, Mrs. Michelle Obama; distin-
guished guests: I feel privileged to be invited
to this first state banquet, Mr. President, un-
der your distinguished Presidency. You do us
and the people of India great honor by this
wonderful gesture on your part. We are over-
whelmed by the warmth of your hospitality,
the courtesy you have extended to us personal-
ly, and the grace and charm of the First Lady. 

Mr. President, your journey to the White
House has captured the imagination of mil-
lions and millions of people in India. You are
an inspiration to all those who cherish the val-
ues of democracy, diversity, and equal oppor-
tunity. 

Mr. President, I can do no better than to
describe your achievements in the words of
Abraham Lincoln, who said, and I quote, “In
the end, it’s not the years in your life that
count. It is the life in your years,” unquote.  

Mr. President, we warmly applaud the rec-
ognition by the Nobel Committee of the heal-
ing touch you have provided and the power of
your idealism and your vision. 

Mr. President, your leadership of this great
nation of the United States coincides with a
time of profound changes taking place in the
world at large. We need to find new pathways
of international cooperation that respond
more effectively to the grave challenges
caused by the growing interdependence of na-
tions. As two leading democracies, India and
the United States must play a leading role in
building a shared destiny for all humankind. 

Mr. President, a strong and sustained en-
gagement between our two countries is good
for our people, and equally, it is highly impor-
tant for the world as a whole. We are embark-
ing on a new phase of our partnership. We
should build on our common values and inter-
ests to realize the enormous potential and
promise of our partnership. 

Our expanding cooperation in areas of so-
cial and human development, science and
technology, energy, and other related areas
will improve the quality of lives of millions of
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people in our country. The success of the nearly
2.7 million strong American community is a
tribute to our common ethos. They have en-
riched and deepened our ties, and I thank them
profoundly from the core of my heart. 

Mr. President, I convey my very best wishes
to you. Mr. President, as you lead this great Na-
tion, I look forward to working with you to re-
new and expand our strategic partnership. I
wish you and the people of America a very, very
happy Thanksgiving. 

Ladies and gentlemen, I invite you to join me
in a toast to the health and happiness of Presi-
dent Barack Obama and the First Lady, Mrs.
Obama, the friendly people of the United States

of America, and stronger and stronger friend-
ship between India and the United States of
America.

President Obama. Cheers.

[A toast was offered.]

President Obama. Thank you, everybody.
Enjoy your evening.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9 p.m. on the
South Lawn at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to Gursharan Kaur, wife of
Prime Minister Singh. 

The President’s News Conference With President Lee Myung-bak of South
Korea in South Korea
November 19, 2009

President Lee. We have beautiful weather to-
day. I know that yesterday we had subzero cold.
And President Obama brought with him very
nice weather. On behalf of the people of the
Republic of Korea, I wish to extend our warm-
est welcome and greetings to President Obama
and his delegation.

We know how much President Obama ap-
preciates and understands the value of Korean
and Asian cultures. I believe that President
Obama’s global leadership, a leadership that is
based on mutual respect and mutual goals, will
help usher in an era of hope and renewal to the
United States and better serve peace and pros-
perity throughout the world.

Having held three summit meetings with him
and having met many times in various multilat-
eral settings over the past 10 months, I think I
can say that we have indeed become very close
friends. In particular, I think our discussions to-
day have been particularly in-depth and very
fruitful, very honest talks. The relationship be-
tween our two countries is excellent and stands
stronger than ever. President Obama and I be-
lieve that it can become even stronger. So we
will continue to consult on specific ways to
move our relationship forward.

President Obama and I reaffirmed the solid
ROK-U.S. defense posture, including the ex-

tended deterrence. We also agreed to further
develop our partnership so that it can become
an example of what a strategic alliance of the
21st century should be by faithfully implement-
ing the joint vision for the alliance adopted at
our last meeting in June.

As part of these efforts, we agreed to have
our foreign and defense ministers to meet and
discuss specific ways to develop our alliance to
the future sometime next year, which marks the
60th anniversary of the outbreak of the Korean
war.

President Obama and I expressed our shared
satisfaction that Korea and the United States
are working closely together with regards to our
approach vis-a-vis North Korea and the nuclear
issue. We also reaffirmed our commitment to
the complete and verifiable denuclearization of
North Korea through the six-party talks. We ful-
ly share the view that the North Korean nuclear
issue requires a definite and comprehensive
resolution, as I described in our grand bargain,
and agreed to closely consult on how to elabo-
rate and implement this approach.

It is my hope that North Korea would accept
our proposal so that we can usher in a new era
in which North Korea can be assured of its se-
curity and its people can enjoy real improve-
ments in their quality of life. We agreed to work
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